East Tennessee Grand Division Meeting
Date: Friday, April 10, 2026
Location: Knox County Health Department Auditorium 
140 Dameron Ave. 
Knoxville, TN 37917

	Time
	Topic
	Presenter

	8:00 am – 9:00 am
	Registration & Coffee

	

	8:30 am – 9:00 am
	Student Networking Introductions & Conversations

	Public Health Students & Attendees

	9:00 am – 9:15 am
	Welcome
	Michelle Moyers, East TN Vice-President
Sarah Boop, East TN Vice-President Elect


	9:15 am – 10:15 am
	One Health in Action: A Panel Discussion on Integrating Human, Animal, and Environmental Health

Learning Objectives
· Describe how One Health principles strengthen public health practice by integrating human, animal, and environmental health systems.
· Identify practical strategies that public health agencies can use to apply One Health approaches in programs and partnerships.

	Dr. Walid Alali, DVM, MS, PhD East TN State University College of Public Health

Dr. Debra Miller, DVM, PhD, University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture

Dr. Dan Grove, DVM, University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture 

	10:15 am – 11:15 am
	AI in Public Health

Learning Objectives
· Recognize - Identify at least three practical applications of artificial intelligence in public health practice.
· Evaluate - Assess when AI is and is not appropriate for a public health task using key criteria related to accuracy, privacy, and oversight.
· Apply - Develop a basic plan for implementing one AI-supported workflow in their own public health setting.

	Nicholas Swope, MS, MCHES, RPCV, East Tennessee State University College of Public Health  (see bio below)

	11:15 am – 12:45 PM
	Lunch on your Own 
	See the Guide for suggestions close to the meeting venue!


	12:45 pm – 1:45 pm 
	Public Health Policy Updates & Impacts from The Sycamore Institute 

Learning Objectives
· Understand The Sycamore Institute’s available resources and tools — including how its data, analysis, and research support informed health policy discussions in Tennessee.
· Identify the major components of current health policy at the federal and state levels, with particular attention to how health programs and funding show up in Tennessee’s state budget.
· Assess how federal health policy changes could affect Tennessee, including potential implications for state finances, health coverage, and access to care.
	Mandy Spears, BA, MPP, Executive Vice-President
Sycamore Institute

	1:45 pm –2:00 pm
	Closing Remarks/Adjourn
	Michelle Moyers, East TN Vice-President
Sarah Boop, East TN Vice-President Elect

	2:15 pm-2:30 pm
	OPTIONAL: Tour of KCHD
	



 
Nicholas Swope, MS, MCHES, RPCV, is a public health educator and applied AI practitioner focused on practical uses of artificial intelligence in research, teaching, and community health practice. He has over a decade of experience as a public health practitioner. He is a DrPH student at East Tennessee State University, where he founded the AI interest group and has developed AI tools to support faculty, researchers, and community organizations. His work includes building Jessie AI, a substance-use recovery chatbot for Recovery Resources TN, creating multi-platform AI research workflows, and developing custom tools for social-media data extraction and qualitative analysis. Swope also partners with organizations to streamline large-scale analytic workflows, reducing weeks of manual review to hours. He previously served as a manager over three public health teams, health promotions, epidemiology, and immunizations in Northern Idaho, and as a faculty member for half a decade, teaching in an MPH program.
