Concurrent Sessions
Wednesday, 2:30-4:00 PM
	
	Health Policy & Administration
	Social & Behavioral Health

	Mental Health & 
Substance Misuse

	Health Education & Promotion


	LOCATION
	BROADLANDS AB
	MIRABELLA A
	MIRABELLA B
	MIRABELLA CD

	2:30-3:00
	School Vaccination Policy in Tennessee: A Historical Case Study in Protecting Public Health and Safeguarding the Future

Emily Delikat
Tennessee Families for Vaccines


	Association Between ≥3 Hours of Screen Time and Anxiety, Depression, and Behavioral Problems Among Children Aged 3–17 Years 

Tony Lugemwa 
University of Tennessee Health Sciences Center (UTHSC)
	We're In This Together: Local Health Council Subcommittee Teams Up with County Coroner's Office


Chipper Smith
Middle Tennessee State University
	Death Over Dinner: Exploring Health Professions Students’ Attitudes Toward Death, Dying, and Grief Through Structured Reflective Dialogue

Erin Mauck
East Tennessee State University

	3:00-3:30
	Strengthening Succession Planning in Public Health


Jennifer Sanchez
Tennessee Department of Health


	Social Determinants of Health Informed Care in Rural Clinics
 

Julie Pierce and Cara Parker
Mountain Hope Good Shepherd Clinic in Sevier County
	Experience Matters: Evaluating Career Stage and Stigma Reduction Among First Responders in Tennessee’s Statewide Opioid Response

Laura Ernst, EMT Associates
Cate Faulkner, TN Dept. of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services

	Building Emotional Wellness and Workforce Readiness in Undergraduate Public Health and Health Sciences Education: The HEART Program

Miranda Terry and 
Charles Brown
Tennessee State University

	3:30-4:00
	Human-Centered Introduction of AI Tools in Public Health Workflows

Kimberly Mcpherson
Tennessee Department of Health

	Listening Session: Increasing utilization of Family Planning services at Local Health Departments

Ashlee Johnson
Tennessee Department of Health	
	Rural Community Engagement in Mental Health

Johnathan Robinson and Billy Edmonds
The Free Medical Clinic of Oak Ridge
	Tennesseans, This is Public Health

Taylor Teasley
Ford Training and Consultant

	4:15-4:45
	TPHA Business Meeting

	5:00-6:30
	Networking Reception and Shot in the Arm Movie




Concurrent Sessions
Thursday, 9:45 – 10:45 AM 
	
	Epidemiology

	Aging & Vision
	Mental Health & 
Substance Misuse
	Community Health & 
Health Education & Promotion

	LOCATION
	BROADLANDS AB
	MIRABELLA A
	MIRABELLA B
	MIRABELLA CD

	9:45-10:15
	Early-Onset Colorectal Cancer in Tennessee: Incidence Patterns, Survival Outcomes, and Mortality Risk Factors (2011–2020)

Derrick Nyantakyi Owusu 
East Tennessee State University

	Reaching Caregivers and Communities Where They Are: Early-Stage Evaluation of Tennessee’s Dementia Navigator Program

Esther Osime and 
Jodi Southerland 
East Tennessee State University 
	Expanding Mobile MAT Access and Assessing Community Stigma in Rural Tennessee

Cynthia Chafin and Kahler Stone
Middle Tennessee State University 

	Airwaves for Health: Using Community Radio to Promote Health Literacy in Rural Tennessee 

Emily Lee and Jennifer Mabry 
Tennessee Tech University 

	10:15-10:45


	Advancing Public Health Capacity Through Data Policy, Governance, and Sharing Using REDCap for Local Health Department Access

Francois Egbuonu
Utah Department of Health and Human Services

	Strengthening Social Connection and Healthy Aging for Older Adults in Tennessee: Evidence-Informed Community Strategies


Esther Osime
East Tennessee State University

	Pathways to Current Drug Use Among Veterans and Non-Veterans with Lifetime Opioid Use Disorder: The Role of Adverse Childhood Experiences and Loneliness

Manik Ahuja
East Tennessee State University
	Putting Sexual Health on the Map: Using Interactive Mapping to Improve Access to Sexual Health Services in Nashville/Davidson County

Chioma Kas-Osoka, Wansoo Im, Louisa Ekem, 
Meharry Medical College

	Concurrent Sessions
Thursday, 2:00 – 3:00 PM

	2:00-2:30
	Comparison of Treatment Outcomes Among Hepatitis C Patients Treated at Health Departments versus Referral to Outside Providers in Tennessee, 2024

Danielle Brannen
TN Depart. of Health
	Aging in Alignment: Assessing the consistency between Tennessee’s Health Priority Areas and AFPHS Action Plans


Marie Stahmer and 
Jodi Southerland
East Tennessee State University
	Emergency Department Reliance as a Marker of Healthcare Access Failure Among Adults Experiencing Housing Instability

Larisa Ozeryansky
The University of Tennessee 
	Reducing Digital Friction in Public Health: Exploring Cognitive Ergonomics for Workforce Sustainability


Kimberly Mcpherson,
Tennessee Department of Health

	2:30-3:00
	Udderly Important: Tackling Raw Milk Outbreaks Through Inter-Agency Partnership

Claire Umstead
Tennessee Department of Health
	Vision Matters: Unpacking Socioeconomic Barriers to Eye Health Among Emerging Adults 

Seyram Gle and Angie Bowman, 
Middle Tennessee State University
	Teaching Public Health Research Through Community-Engaged Fieldwork: A Real-World Survey Experience with Housing-Unstable Populations

Larisa Ozeryansky
The University of Tennessee
	Tennessee’s Livability Indicators Dashboard: A State–Academic Collaboration to Strengthen County-Level Social Determinants of Health Insights

Qian Huang 
East Tennessee State University

John Vick
Tennessee Department of Health

	Break 3:00 to 3:15


Conference Workshops, 3:15 PM – 4:15 PM
	
	Generative AI
	AI Application
	Age-Friendly University
	Dental Section Meeting
(presentation open to all)

	LOCATION
	BROADLANDS AB
	MIRABELLA A
	MIRABELLA B
	MIRABELLA CD

	3:15-4:15
	Using Generative AI to Strengthen Public Health Communication Across the Lifespan

Julie Grubaugh, 
The University of Tennessee
	AI My Public Health - 3 ideas. 2 workflows. 1 plan. Zero jargon. Practical AI for real public health work — no experience required

Nicholas Swope
Backyard–AI Public Health
	Together We Thrive: The Role of Higher Education in Advancing Tennessee’s Age-Friendly Ecosystem   

Jodi Southerland
East Tennessee State University

Deborah Lee
Middle Tennessee State University

Miranda Sanford-Terry
Tennessee State University

Stephanie Blaine
The University of Tennessee Chattanooga

Chelsea Ridley
Tennessee Department of Health
 
	Staying Rooted: Sustaining Yourself While Serving Others


Kerri Matthews
Tennessee Department of Health


Poster Session 1, 8:00-11:00 AM
	Poster Number
	Authors                                                                            Title

	1
	Kaitlyn Richardson
Lakeisha Grant
	Beyond Physical Violence: Violent Media Exposure and the Normalization of Controlling Behaviors Among Tennessee Adolescents

	2
	Nicole Ballesteros
Phoebe Tran
	Electronic Health Records and Recruitment in Behavioral Health Studies: Participation Patterns and Methodological Challenges 

	3
	Dr. Valery Akorli, Dr. Walid Alali, Mustapha Muhammad

	Factors Associated with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Testing Among Adults in Tennessee

	4
	Kajol Dahal
	Geospatial Patterns of Breast Cancer Screening in the Appalachian Region: A Preliminary Hotspot Analysis

	5
	Dr. Mildred Maisonet, Preet Patel, Brunella Martinelli de Medeiros Fiuza, Hemanta Neupane, Arianna Pond, Felipe Fiuza
	Prevalence and Predictors of Long COVID in Hispanic Households in Northeast Tennessee

	6
	Sana Hasan
	Uncovering Oral Health Inequities in Rural Appalachia through Systems Thinking

	7
	Makayla Leake 
Dr. Christen Minnick
	Barriers to Vaccination Among Older Adults in Washington County, Tennessee

	8
	Dr. Adeola Ayo, Dr. Kawther Al Ksir, Ronald Harding, Dr. Christina Barroso, Dr. Christen Minnick, Hadii Mamudu
	Stakeholder perspectives on the development of a comprehensive tobacco control program in a tobacco-growing state.

	9
	Dr. Natasha Vernekar
	Disparities in Utilization of Preventive Care Services Among Insured Adults in the United States, 2023

	10
	Elizabeth Kalio
	Mental Health Access Barriers for International Students in Southern U.S. Universities: Institutional Gaps and Opportunities for Public Health Action

	11
	Jordan Godfrey, Kinner Flaglor, Andrew Johnson, Maivel Boshra, Dr. Randy Byington
	Promoting Resilience and Emotional Well-Being in Appalachian Middle School Students Through the Learning to Breathe Curriculum

	12
	Dr. Garvita Thareja
Aly Clark
	Optimizing Post-Discharge Care: The Impact of Timely Follow-Up on 30-Day Readmission Rates in Heart Failure Medicare Beneficiaries

	13
	Dilman Mahmoud, Dr. Angie Bowman, 
	Substance Use and Scholastic Struggles: How Nicotine Affects Adolescent Academic Success

	14
	Cadence Clark, Dr. Angie Bowman, Kahler Stone
	Beyond the Ice: Mental Health and Media Exposure in the Wake of a Winter Disaster

	15
	Huda Alhamad
Dr. Angie Bowman
	Health Beliefs and Determinants of HPV Vaccine Hesitancy Among Adults and Parents: A Survey-Based Study

	16
	Samuel Ofori Baffour, Jessica Rice, Dr. Matthew P. Smeltzer 
	Impact of the COVID 19 Pandemic on Emergency Department Utilization in Tennessee Sickle Cell Disease Patients: Assessing Effect Modification by Demographics and Geography

	17
	Elyse Streat, Dr. Christine Thomas, Russel Owens, Sarah Page, Rand Carpenter
	Developing a Response Framework for Mpox Clade I Wastewater Detection in Tennessee

	18
	Sephora N'sapo
Allison Foster
	Emerging Trends in Reported Yersiniosis Cases in Tennessee, 2020-2025

	19
	Vinny Black, Dr. Angie Bowman, Kahler Stone, Kaylee Ebner
	It's not the heat, it's the humidity: Heat-related illness in Middle Tennessee



Poster Session 2, 1:00-4:00 PM
	Poster Number
	Authors
	Title

	1
	Michael Arthur Ofori, Diane Maame Agyeiwaa Agyei, Abena Abokoma Asemanyi, Sesi Sedegah, Theophilus Asamoah, Dr. David Kwamena Mensah
	Assessing Antenatal Care Utilization, Socioeconomic Inequalities and Low Birth Weight Outcomes: A Population-Based Analysis using the 2022 Ghana Demographic and Health Survey Data

	2
	Nicole Berry, Dr. Amanda Beach, Andrew Berry
	Addressing Social Determinants of Health Through Routine Social Needs Screening in a County Health Department

	3
	Asia Shabazz
Dr. Tokesha L. Warner
	Centering African American Women in Preeclampsia and HELLP Syndrome:​ A Public Health Call to Action

	4
	Delisha Crawford, Dr. Tokesha L. Warner, 
Dr. Owen Johnson, Dr. Elizabeth Brown, Dr. Jemal Gishe
	Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Uterine Fibroid Hospitalizations in the Southeastern United States, 2010-2024

	5
	Charllote Boateng, Dr. Isaiah Junior Osei Duah, Dr. Xinhua Yu

	Dementia prevalence and associated factors among US adults: insight from the National Health Interview Survey

	6
	Charllote Boateng, Dr. Isaiah Junior Osei Duah, Felix Boakye Nyamekye, Brandy Swati Bonnnah, Dr. Xinhua Yu
	Food Insecurity as a Key Driver of Chronic Disease Burden among US Adults

	7
	Emily Gateley 
David Baron
	Age Based Framework for Identifying Vaccine Type Errors

	8
	Dr. Ronald Barredo
	Religion as a Social Determinant of Health: Implications for Public Health Practice

	9
	Zebunnesa Zeba, Dr. Fawaz Mzayek, Erfanul Haque Antar, Michelle Ashley Jeu, Dr. Marian Levy, Dr. Ashish Joshi
	Identifying and Evaluating Pregnancy m-Health Applications in Bangladesh: Lessons for Strengthening Digital Health Integration

	10
	Dr. Larisa Ozeryansky
	Healthcare Experiences Among Adults Experiencing Housing Instability: A Mixed-Methods Needs Assessment in Knoxville, Tennessee

	11
	Sara O'Brien, Dr. Jennifer Perion, Dr. Jennifer Russomanno, Dr. Victoria Wagner-Greene

	ReConnectED: A National Toolkit for Returning Adult Learners

	12
	Jaime Ragos, Dr. Megan Wilkins, Dr. Nehali Patel, Dr. Katherine Knapp, 
	Too Late for Prevention? Missed Opportunities for HIV Screening and PrEP Awareness among Adolescents and Young Adults

	13
	Sharla Rahman
	Lymphedema in Vietnamese Breast Cancer Patients after Surgery

	14
	Aditi Deepak
	Beyond Motherhood: Peer Support Groups to Address Perinatal Mental Health Gaps in Rural Tennessee

	15
	Aditi Deepak, Jordan Dopp, Carson Efird, Ashley Leon, Olivia Shipherd, Allison Ogulnick, Chelsie Gonzalez 
	Elevating Rural Voices: A Community-Driven Quality Improvement Initiative in Perinatal Health

	16
	Carson Efird
	Improving LGBTQIA+ Perinatal Health Equity Through Affirming Doula Support

	17
	Shreeya Moolamalla
	Defining the Role of ZFP800 in Liver–Pancreas Axis Development and Functional Regulation

	18
	Shreeya Moolamalla
	Impact of Lack of Affordable Health Insurance on Psychiatric Service Access for Ethnic Minorities

	19
	Afifa Khan
	Healthcare-Based Voter Registration in Tennessee Exceeds Statewide Turnout in the 2024 General Election



Section Meetings, 4:15-5:00 PM
Student Reception 5:00-6:30 PM
Concurrent Sessions
Friday, 9:15-11:30 AM
	
	Epidemiology & 
Occupational Health
	Community Health &
 Maternal and Child Health
	Environmental Health & Community Health
	Biostatistics & 
Community Health

	LOCATION
	BROADLANDS AB
	MIRABELLA A
	MIRABELLA B
	MIRABELLA CD

	9:15-9:45



	Who Participates? Sociodemographic Characteristics of a Convenience Sample of Appalachian Cancer Patients

Madison Marsee and
Arianna Pond
East Tennessee State University 
	Structural Barriers and Unmet Healthcare Needs Among Adults Experiencing Housing Instability in Knoxville, Tennessee


Larisa Ozeryansky
The University of Tennessee
	HIV Continuum-of-Care-related Apps for Men who have Sex with Men (MSM): A Systematic App Store Search and Content Analysis

Frans Judea Samosir
The University of Memphis 
	Community Participatory Mapping to Identify Food Access and Transportation Barriers in North Nashville

Wansoo Im 
Meharry Medical College

Charles J. Sentell	
The Nashville Food Project 

	9:45-10:15




	Spatial hotspots and determinants of Chlamydia infections across Tennessee counties, 2025


Shamim Sarkar 
Lincoln Memorial University College of Veterinary Medicine

	From Neighborhood Stress to Community Wellness: A Community-Based Prevention Model from Memphis


Racheal Shantel, 
Mane up Memphis Inc.
	Drinking Water Quality in Rural Appalachia: A Qualitative Exploration of Stakeholder Perspectives, Infrastructure Challenges, and Community Trust

Norbert Ogar
East Tennessee State University

	Pathways to Wellness: Enhancing Faculty and Staff Health in Higher Education


Tess Swastek and
Angie Bowman
Middle Tennessee State University 

	



Break 10:15 to 10:30






	10:30-11:00



	Supporting Staff Through Crisis: A Trauma-Informed Leadership Approach in Public Health 

Jennifer Sanchez, 
Tennessee Department of Health
	Plugging the Leaks: Evaluation of Nonprofit Diaper Distribution After Tennessee’s Medicaid/CHIP Expansion

Kylie Cunningham
Belmont University 


	AI Data Center Impacts on Environmental Sustainability

Jared Li and 
Jiangang Chen 
University of Tennessee Knoxville 

	Predictive Modeling of CD4 Count Levels in HIV/AIDS Patients with TB Co-infection: A Machine Learning Framework for Treatment Optimization

Michael Arthur Ofori 
The University of Memphis,


	11:00-11:30
	
	Realizing Resilience through Community: Intentional Parent Peer Support for Families of Young Children

Melissa Binkley
Ashley Jasinski
Jaime Herndon
Jasmine Davis
Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services

	Spatial Distribution of Type 2 Diabetes and Environmental Determinants Across Counties in the Southeastern United States

Ferial Ahmadi 
The University of Memphis

	Leveraging Statewide Data to Identify Gaps in Chronic Disease Burden, Access, and Utilization in Tennessee

Satya Surbhi, PhD
The University of Tennessee Health Science Center

	11:30-12:30
	Plenary 4
and Closing Session






